
Use of capital receipt to provide a new sports hall as part of a 
scheme to convert Barnwood Park School to a co-educational 
school and expand the school by 1 form of entry.

AGENDA NO: 6

Cabinet Date 18th April 2018

Economy, Skills 
and Growth Cllr Lynden Stowe

Key Decision Yes

Background 
Documents

1. Consultation document
2. Consultation report
3. Due Regard Statement
4. Statutory Notice; published 12th May 2017

Location/Contact 
for inspection of 
Background 
Documents

Please contact Paul Kear, Education Planning Manager, 
Tel: 01452 328680 
Email: paul.kear@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Main Consultees Elected members, Headteacher, Chair of Governors, staff and 
parents/carers of pupils at Barnwood Park and members of the local 
community. G15 Heads Group, Gloucestershire Association of Primary 
Heads, and Gloucestershire Association of Secondary Head teachers.

Planned Dates Barnwood Park to become co-educational from September 2018 and 
increase from 5FE (150 intake) to 6 FE (180 intake) from 1st September 
2019.

Divisional 
Councillor

Cllr David Brown – County Councillor

Officer Gareth Vine, Universal Commissioning Manager
Tel: 01452 427547
Email: gareth.vine@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Purpose of Report To seek approval to use the capital receipt arising from the sale of the former 
Bishop’s College site to provide a new sports hall as part of a scheme to 
convert Barnwood Park School to a co-educational school, and expand the 
school by 1 form of entry. 

Recommendations

It is recommended that Cabinet approves the addition of £2.040 million     
from the capital receipt from the sale of Bishop’s College site to the 
Barnwood Park expansion scheme, to fund a new sports hall, and the 
transfer of £0.899 million Basic Need Grant from the approved capital budget 
to the unallocated Basic Need Grant budget.

Reasons for 
recommendations

To utilise the capital receipt from the sale of the former Bishop’s College site 
towards the provision of a new sports hall at Barnwood Park School in 
accordance with Section 77 approval.

mailto:paul.kear@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:gareth.vine@gloucestershire.gov.uk


Resource 
Implications

The cost of the expansion (£3.641 million) will be met from Central 
Government Basic Need Grant funding (£1.601 million) and from the capital 
receipt from the sale of Bishop’s College site (£2.040 million).

Revenue costs will be funded through the Dedicated School Grant.



MAIN REPORT CONTENTS

1. Introduction

1.1. The County Council has a statutory duty to ensure that sufficient school places 
are available within its area for every child of school age whose parents/carers 
wish them to have one.  The Local Authority is now a commissioner of places 
rather than being a direct provider – working in partnership with providers and 
stakeholders to meet current and future demand across the county.

2. Background

2.1. From September 2018 Barnwood Park will become a co-educational school.  In 
order to meet additional demand for secondary places in the area the school will 
also increase its Published Admission Number (PAN) by 1 form of entry (30 
places) from 150 to 180 for September 2019.  The Individual Cabinet Member for 
Children and Young People approved this proposal on the 26th July 2017.

2.2. There is currently a £2.500 million scheme in the 2017/18 approved children and 
families capital programme, funded from Basic Need grant, to convert Barnwood 
Park School to a co-educational school and expand by 1 form of entry.

2.3. A scheme to provide the school with sufficient accommodation to meet the 
additional places has now been developed.  The proposals also include the 
provision of a purpose built sports hall as the school does not have the required 
facility at present.  This increases the total cost of the scheme to £3.641 million.

2.4. The council has received consent from the Secretary of State (under Section 77 
of the School Standards and Framework Act) to dispose of land at the former 
Bishops College site.  The approval is on the basis it reinvests the £2.040 million 
from the capital receipt to provide the required sports facilities at Barnwood Park 
School as specified in the council’s application for disposal.  The addition of this 
funding will enable £0.899 million of basic need grant funding to be freed up to 
fund other school capital projects.  This will result in a net increase to the 
scheme budget of £1.141 million to £3.641 million.

3. Option

3.1. To use the capital receipt funding to provide a new sports hall, in accordance 
with the Secretary of State’s approval, as part of a capital project to enable 
Barnwood Park School to become co-educational and expand by 1 form of entry.  

4. Risk Assessment

4.1. Failure to use the capital receipt to provide the required facilities would result in 
the need to commit additional basic need grant to the scheme to ensure 
provision of sufficient school places.  This would reduce the amount of basic 
need funding available to the council to meet its statutory obligations at other 
schools.

Mitigation:



Agree approval for use of the capital receipt as agreed by the Secretary of State 
to enable delivery of the capital scheme to provide the required accommodation.

5. Officer Advice

5.1. Additional places are required in order for the local authority to fulfil its statutory 
duty to ensure sufficient school places and to meet the demand for pupils 
currently in Gloucester schools.

5.2. It is a condition of the Section 77 consent from the Secretary of State for the sale 
of the land at Bishops College that the receipt is used to provide sports facilities 
at Barnwood Park School. 

5.3. By using the this capital receipt to deliver a new sports hall as part of the school 
expansion project it will enable the delivery of improved sports and teaching 
facilities to benefit both new and existing pupils attending the school.  Use of the 
receipt will also allow £0.899million of basic need grant funding to be transferred 
back in to the unallocated basic need grant fund.  This will enable the council to 
further meet its statutory obligations to provide sufficient good quality school 
places across the county.

5.4. Officer advice is therefore that Cabinet should approve the funding from the 
capital receipt to be used to provide sports facilities as part of the capital project 
at Barnwood Park School.

6. Equalities considerations

6.1. The proposal will be designed so that it does not discriminate against any of the 
protected groups.  

7. Performance Management/Follow-up

7.1. Progress building works to accommodate the additional pupils.

7.2. Open the school as a co-educational provision from Y7 intake commencing from 
September 2018 and also permanently expand Barnwood Park School from its 
current five forms of entry to six forms of entry secondary school from 1st 
September 2019.

7.3. GCC Officers will work with the School to ensure the project is delivered in the 
given timescale.



Report Title Use of capital receipt to provide a new sports hall as part of the 
scheme to convert Barnwood Park School to a co-educational 
school and expand the school by 1 form of entry. 

Statutory Authority Gloucestershire County Council, Education and Inspections Act 
2006 and The Education Act 1996. Statutory duty to ensure 
sufficient school places in Gloucestershire

Relevant County Council 
policy

Provision of sufficient school places and Property Acquisition 
Policy

Resource Implications The cost of the expansion (£3.641 million) will be met from 
Central Government Basic Need Grant funding (£1.601 million) 
and from the capital receipt from the sale of Bishop’s College 
site (£2.040 million).

Revenue costs will be funded through the Dedicated School 
Grant.

Sustainability checklist:

Partnerships Working with the school and governors to ensure this proposal 
will provide sufficient capacity for local children

Decision Making and 
Involvement

A full stakeholder engagement process has been undertaken.

Economy and Employment No impact

Caring for people Supporting children, young people and their families through 
provision of good local support services 

Social Value Supporting children and young people and their families to 
have access to good quality school provision closer to where 
they live.  The new sports hall may be available for community 
use in agreement with the school.

Built Environment No impact

Natural Environment’ 
including Ecology 
(Biodiversity)

No impact



Education and Information Provision of extra spaces will allow local children to access 
their local school.

Tackling Climate Change Carbon Emissions Implications? Positive/ Neutral/ Negative
Vulnerable to climate change? Yes/ No/ Maybe

Due Regard Statement Has a Due Regard Statement been completed?     Yes
- considerations included in main body of report

Human rights Implications None

Consultation 
Arrangements


